In Peru, syphilis disproportionally affects men who have sex with men (MSM) and male-to-female transgender women (TW) with prevalence rates as high as 30% 1,2 . To our knowledge, there are no available data describing circulating strains of T. pallidum in Lima, Peru. We used the CDC subtyping scheme to identify T. pallidum circulating subtypes among MSM and TW from two STI clinics in Lima, Peru.
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AIM:
In this study, we set out to detect the most prevalent strains of Treponema pallidum using the CDC methodology in two STI Clinics in Lima, Peru not found in the analyzed strains as has been documented previously in several cities around the world 6-9, 10, 11 . The small number of samples with recovered DNA makes it difficult to generalize our results to the larger population of syphilis cases in Lima; however, our study was the first step in the implementation of using molecular typing for syphilis surveillance.
Next Steps:
• Complement our results with the UW's method for typing using Tp0548 gene.
• Analyze a larger number of samples of lesions.
• Perform molecular resistance testing using 23S gene of all TP47 PCR positives obtained.
CONCLUSION:
T. pallidum subtypes 14d and 15d were the most prevalent strains in lesions obtained from MSM/TW who had chancre-like lesions in Lima, Peru.
